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Unit 13: Country Area Studies--
Turkey and Afghanistan

Objectives

At the end of this section, you wll

Be aware of the following

Background of Operation Provide Confort

| npact of Turkey and Afghanistan in M ddl e East
affairs

Role of the Taliban in aftermath of
Af ghani st an/ Sovi et confli ct

Cender issues in Afghani stan today
Threat to secul ar state status of Turkey

ldentify

Fol k I sl am

Al evi Shia practice
Anatolia

CGenoci de

Kurds, Kurdistan
Operation Provide Confort
Ataturk, OQtoman Enpire
Pasht uns

Tal i ban

Muj ahi deen

Realize

| sl am c/secular friction in Turkey
Compl exities of status of wonmen in Turkey

Controversies over traditional wonen's dress in
Tur key

Traditional policy by Turkey of noninterference in
M ddl e East conflicts

Turkish interest in the Bal kans and Cyprus
Af ghani st an’ s geographi ¢ crossroads position
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Complicated ethnic picture in Afghani stan

Vei ling and seclusion inposition by Taliban on
Af ghani st an wonen

Concern of Afghan extrem st influence in the Mddle
East

Extent of the Afghanistan refugee popul ation
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1. Religious Groups

Musl im (nostly Sunni) 99. 8%

The tariqatlar (tahr-rhee-KAT-lar--Sufi orders or
| odges, headed by a teacher or master, where devotees
take a path of instruction to perfection) played a
significant role in Turkey's religious revival.

Presently, the Islamc aydin (lI-din--Islamc
intellectual), with no connection to Sufi orders, plays a
great role. This trend of thought “does not hesitate to
criticize genuine societal ills while simultaneously
remai ning faithful to the ethical values and spiritua
di mensi ons of religion.

|slami st intellectuals are harshly critical of Turkey’s
secular intellectuals,” whomthey see as prime novers in
popul ari zing materialismand econom c gain at the expense

of religious principle. (Country Study, p. 120.)

Fol k I'slam draws from popul ar Sufi practice. Pious
i ndi vidual s after death becane saints who coul d nedi ate
bet ween believers and God. Veneration of saints (now
frowned upon) and pilgrimges to their shrines and graves
becane w despread.

Al evi Shi’a (al-leh-VEE) practitioners (between 7 - 30
percent of the population), as a result of Sunn
persecution, devel oped a highly secretive faith and
practice. Though seen as heretics in earlier tines,
presently this mnority is recognized as a distinct |egal
school

Christian and Jewi sh .02% Syrian Othodox, Arnenian
Ot hodox, Geek Othodox and Roman Catholic (Melchites
and Marionites) Churches conprise the Christian makeup.

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

“Since the founding of the Republic of Turkey, the
gover nnment has sought to dimnish the significance of
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ethnic, linguistic, and religious distinctions.” (Country

Study, p. 95.)
Tur ki sh 80%

Kurdi sh 10%

Arabs (1 mllion)

Caucasus peoples (Circassians, Georgi ans, Laz--snal
nunber s)

Donme (Jewi sh--Muslimmnority)

G eeks (20, 000)

Armeni ans (40,000). “Before World War |, sonme 1.5
mllion Arnenians lived in eastern Anatolia [an-ah-TOH+
| ee-ah, Turkey]. Starting in the |late nineteenth
century, intergroup tensions pronpted the em gration of
possi bly as many as 100,000 Arnmenians in the 1890s. In
1915 the O toman governnent ordered all Arneni ans
deported fromeastern Anatolia; at |east 600,000 of the
Armeni ans, who nunbered up to 2 mllion, died during a
forced march southward during the winter of 1915-16.
Armeni ans bel i eve--and Turks deny--that the catastrophe
that befell their comunity was the result of atrocities
commtted by Turkish soldiers foll owm ng governnent
directives.

Armeni ans outside Turkey refer to the deaths of 1915-16
as an instance of genocide, and over the years various
Armeni an political groups have sought to avenge the
tragedy by carrying out terrorist attacks against Turkish
di plomats and officials abroad.” (Country Study, p. 104.)

Jewi sh (18- 20, 000)

3. Gender Issues

In 1991, wonen nade up 18% of the total urban |abor
force.

The mlitary is open for wonen. A noderate anount
participate. There are no female enlisted nenbers. Men

fill assignnments involving conbat or hazardous duty.
The anbi guous role of wonen. “Official state ideol ogy
extols the equality of nen and wonen. Intellectually,

men tend to accept wonen as equals, and elite wonen have
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been abl e to achi eve high positions in professional
careers...Nevertheless, nen traditionally view wonen as
enotionally and physically inferior and thus in need of
mal e protection, which in practice nmeans male control.

Both nmen and wonen traditionally have judged a woman’s
soci al status not on the basis of her personal
acconpl i shnents but by the nunber of sons she has
borne...In 1995, the status of wonen in Turkey renmained a
mul tifaceted, conplex issue...the traditional val ue
system el evat es gender segregation in the workplace and
ot her public spaces as a social ideal.” (Country Study,
pages 136, 139).

Attire for Muslimwonen. “During the early 1980s, fenale
col | ege students who were determned to denonstrate their
commtnment to Islam began to cover their heads and necks
with | arge scarves and wear |ong, shape-concealing
overcoats. The appearance of these wonen in the citadels
of Turkish secul ari sm shocked those nen and wonen who
tended to perceive such attire as a synbol of the Islamc
traditionalismthey rejected.

MIlitant secul arists persuaded the H gher Education
Council to issue a regulation in 1987 forbidding fenale
university students to cover their heads in class.
Protests by thousands of religious students and sone
university professors forced several universities to
wai ve enforcenent of the dress code. The issue continued
to be seriously divisive in the m d-1990s..

The issue is discussed and debated in al nost every type
of forum-artistic, commercial, cultural, economc
political, and religious. For many citizens of Turkey,
worren’ s dress has becone the issue--at |east for the
1990s--that defines whether a Muslimis secul arist or

religious.” (Country Study, p. 120.)

4. Conflicts

“Despite its location, Turkey generally has been
successful in pursuing a policy of noninterference and
noni nvol venent in M ddl e Eastern conflicts.”
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Kurds. “The maj or consequence of the Persian Gulf War
fromthe standpoint of Turkish security was the uprising
of the Kurds in northern Iraq and the exodus of Kurds
toward Turkish territory to escape Saddam Husayn’ s br ut al
suppression of the rebellion.

Turkey was decidedly reluctant to accept the Kurds as
refugees, considering thema potential destabilizing
factor in its struggle with donestic Kurdi sh di ssidents.
As an alternative, Turkey supported the UN approved
Operation Provide Confort, which distributed relief and
set up a safe haven in northern Irag whose security was
guaranteed by a coalition force of 2,000 soldiers from
five countries.

Incirlik (INjuhr-1ik) served as the base for a rapid
depl oynent of air forces to enforce a no-fly zone in the
regi on.

The Iragi governnent’s | oss of control over Iraqi
Kurdi stan and el ections in the area in May 1992 produced
what was in effect an autononous Kurdi sh governnent.

Al t hough Turkey permtted the lifeline to the Iraqi
Kurdi sh enclave to originate on its territory, the Turks
feared what they saw as the energing outlines of an
i ndependent Kurdish state in Iraq. For this reason,
Turkey resisted any international action that could | ead
to Iraq s di snenbernent and thus endanger the regional

status quo.” (Country Study, p. 316.)

Syria. Disputes with Syria, while not hot, center over
t he Turkish province of Hatay (which Syrian still |ays
claimto) and Tigris/Euphrates water rights.

Iran. Differences of religio-political philosophy cause
t ensi ons between these two states. The secul ari sm of the
Tur ki sh system versus the Shia orientation of Iran
creates conflict.
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The Bal kans. The historical association of Turkey with
this area maintains her keen interest in the fate of
Muslinms in Bosnia, Herzegovina, the former Yugoslav
Republ i c of Macedonia (FYROM and Al bani a.

Greece and Cyprus. In 1974, Turkish soldiers entered
Cyprus with the professed aimof protecting the Turkish
mnority |l ocated there. Eventually they occupied the
northern third of the island. The unresolved dispute
over Cyprus conplicates Turkish participation in NATO.

5. Unique Holidays/Observances

New Years Day

23 Apr--National Sovereignty Day

19 May--Ataturk’s Menorial Day and Youth Day
30 Aug--Victory Day

29 Oct 1923--Successor State to the Otonan Enpire
(Republ i c Day)
7 Nov--Constitution Day

On 10 Novenber, silence is held at 09:05 AM to remenber
t he exact monent of Kemal Ataturk’s death in 1938.
Serious insult results if such silence is not observed.
(See Kiss, Bow or Shake Hands, p. 392.)

6. Customs

Though over 99% of the country is Muslim Turkey’'s
constitution is secularist/nationalist.

Islamin the mlitary. Turkish soldiers receive
religious instruction “stressing how I sl am ennobl es
mlitary service and that martyrdomis the greatest honor
on the battlefield.” (Mlitary Review, Sep/Cct 1995, p.
35.)

Nati onal hero Kemal Ataturk’s life is fused with that of
Turkey’s history. (See Kiss, Bow or Shake Hands, p.
388.)
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In the former U S.S.R, influence between Iran and Turkey
over the region is marked by | anguage. Turkey exports

t heir Roman al phabet | anguage, Iran the Arabic. As many
of these countries desire to drop the Russian Cyrillic

al phabet they currently possess, anal ysts closely watch
the direction they take. (See Kiss, Bow or Shake Hands,
p. 390.)

7. Sources for Further Study

Al l en, Thomas, “Turkey Struggles for Bal ance,” Nati onal
CGeographic, May 94, pp. 3-35.

Bohl en, Cel estine, “Turkish Army in New Battle In the Defense of
Secularism” New York Tines, 30 Mar 96, p. AS5.

Hi t chens, Christopher, “Struggle of the Kurds,” National
Geogr aphic, Aug 92, pp. 32-62.

Ki nzer, Stephen, “For Ankara, a Chance to Hit Kurdish Rebels,”
New York Tines, 7 Sep 96, p. A4.

Ki nzer, Stephen, “Islamc Victor Has Faith, Too in Peaceful
Politics,” New York Tines, 1 Jan 96, p. A2.

Ki nzer, Stephen, “Strange, That’'s Santa In the Seat of the
Sultans!” New York Tines, 20 Dec 96, p. A2.
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Afghanistan

Popul ati on 21, 251, 821
% under 15 years 42%
Conmo
TV 1:203
Radi o 1:14
Phone 1: 443
Newspaper 11: 1000
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy 46/ 45
Hospital s 1: 2054
Doctors 1: 6, 866
| MR 153
| ncone $200
Literacy Rate 29% (44% men,
14% wornen)
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1. Religious Groups

Musl im 99% Sunni Muslins of the Hanafi school nake up
84% of the Islamc population. Shia Muslins of the
Twel ver (lmam c and Ismaili) schools conprise the
remai ni ng 15%

O hers 1% Hindus and Sikhs, originally traders from

I ndia, make up this mnority.

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

“Ethnicity is extrenely conplicated in [Afghanistan],
and any sinple classification is bound to have many
exceptions...Ethnicity has been extensively explored by
schol ars studyi ng Af ghani stan, and they often disagree,
further conplicating an already | abyrinthine phenonenon.”

(Country Study, p. 107.)

Pashtuns 38% These peoples primarily speak Pashtu (a
| anguage belonging to the Iranian branch of the |ndo-
Eur opean | anguage famly.)

They are the nost politically powerful group in the
country. “Doing Pashtu” neans acting in accord with a
behavi or code stressing honor (and its defense),

i ndependence, bravery, self-respect, and respect for
others. The Sunni Pashtu see their ethnic codes as

equi valent to Muslimteachings. Wen at odds with strict
Sharia interpretation, this group will nost likely “do
Pashtu.”

Taji ks 25% Dari and rel ated di al ect speakers.

Hazaras 19% Located in Central Afghanistan, these
peopl es speak a dialect of Dari. The |argest

predom nantly Shia group in the country, Hazaras val ue
generosity, poetry recitation and governnent jobs. Their
status is rather low. Unskilled labor is their nost
common enpl oynent .

Uzbek 6% These northern border dwellers, speak a Turkic
di al ect (Uzbek) which gal vani zes their feelings of ethnic
identity.

Assorted ot her groups, 12%
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3. Gender Issues

Suffrage: Only nales aged 15-50 may vote

Property: “Wnen and children tend to be assim | ated
into the concept of property and to belong to the nale.”

Vei ling and seclusion: “Scholars agree that the practice
of seclusion rests on the conception of wonen as property
and the belief, long current in the Mddle East, of the

i nherent danger and irresistibility of sex. Wnen are

t hought to have | ess noral control and capability for
physi cal restraint than nmen and therefore nust be pl aced
out of harmis way.” (Country Study, p. 126.)

Hi gh bride prices postpone narriage ages in nmen. The
result is males are often ten years older than their
bri des.

Fulfillment: For the majority of Pashtun nomad wonen,
the principal goal inlife is a successful marriage with
many sons.

Mlitary: “lIn 1985 wonen were admitted to mlitias on a
vol unt eer basis. They were encouraged to enlist, and
female ‘“martyrs’ were glorified in the Afghan press.”

(Country Study, p. 128.)

4. Conflicts

I nt erneci ne warfare has been common in the country’s
hi story.

The Tal i ban (tahl -ee-BAHN, Religious Student Myvenent)
currently controls 70% of the country.

Aftereffect of Afghan/Soviet war: The fear that trained
fundamental i st extrem sts (battle hardened Islamc
radicals) will export their mlitancy throughout Arab and
near eastern circles.
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Muj ahi deen (nuh-j hah-hi-DEEN, |Islamc holy warriors)
decl ared the war against the Soviets to be a holy war,
thus causing a long-termnoral e incentive for their
struggl e.

5. Unique Holidays/Observances
28 Apr--Victory of the Miuslim Nation

4 May-- Remenbrance Day for Martyrs and the D sabl ed
19 Aug 1919--1 ndependence Day (fromthe United Ki ngdom

6. Customs

Sone 32 | anguages and di al ects are spoken

In the md-1980s, an estimated 2.5 to 3 mllion Afghans
lived in refugee canps in Pakistan, up to 1.9 mllion
were in Iran, and 150,000 |lived el sewhere. UN figures
proj ected Afghanistan with the | argest refugee popul ation
in the world (m d-1980s).

“Af ghanistan’s history, its internal political

devel opnment, its foreign relations...have been |argely
determned by its location at the crossroads of Central,
West, and South Asia. Waves of mgrating peopl es poured
through the region in ancient tines, |eaving a human
residue to forma nosaic of ethnic and |inguistic

groups.” (Country Study, p. 3.)

7. Sources for Further Study

Burns, John. This author won the Pulitzer Prize (Apr 97) for his
articles concerning Afghanistan in the New York Tines. Sone

of these articles include:

“Afghan Fights Islamc Tide: As a Savior or a Conqueror?” 13
Cct 96, p. Al

“Af ghan Says Restrictions WIIl Not be Eased,” 9 Cct 96, p.
A8.
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“Af ghani stan’s New Rul ers Soft-Pedal Their Hard Line,” 2 Cct
96.

“Af ghani stan’s Professional Cass Flees Rule by Utra-Strict
Clerics,” 6 Cct 96, p. Al

“Fighters in Afghan Mountains Live for the Next Battle,” 15
Cct 96, p. AS3.

“For Afghan Adulterers, It is Death by Stoning,” 3 Nov 96,
p. AS8.

“How Afghan’s Stern Rulers Took Hold,” 31 Dec 96, p. Al

“Kabul’s Rulers Face R vals and Popul ar Unrest,” 21 Qct 96,
p. AG6.

“The West in Afghani stan, Before and After,” 18 Feb 96, p.
5.

“War at Its Clunsiest, and Now a Necessary Healer,” 26 Dec
96, p. AS.

“Wth Ignored Tea and Caustic Rules, an Afghan Leader
Expl ains H nself,” 24 Nov 96.

Hedges, Chris, “Foreign Islamc Fighters in Bosnia Pose a
Potential Threat for G1.'s, New York Tines, 2 Dec 95,. p.
Al.

MacKenzi e, Richard, “Afghanistan’s Uneasy Peace,” Nati onal
Geographic, Cct 93, pp. 58-89.

Sciolino, Elaine, “State Departnent Becones Cooler to the New
Rul ers of Kabul,” New York Tines, 22 Cct 96.
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Vocabulary List: Country Area Studies--
Turkey and Afghanistan

Alevi Shia(al -1eh-VEE) Mnority Islanic practice in Turkey which
often faced persecution. Though now recogni zed as a
di stinct | egal school of thought, practitioners still follow
a highly secretive faith and practice.

Anatolia (an-ah- TOH | ee-ah) Historically, Asia mnor. Refers
now to the Asian portion of Turkey (Eastern Turkey).

Ataturk (AT-ah-tuhrk) 1st president of Turkey

Folk Islam Draws from popul ar Sufi practice. Pious individuals
after death becone saints who can nedi ate between believers
and God. Veneration of saints and pilgrimages to their
shrines and graves becane w despread.

Genocide Systematic killing of a nation or ethnic group
Islamic Aydin (I1-din) Turkish Islamic intellectual

Kurdistan Portion of southwest Asia inhabited primarily by
Kur di sh peopl es

Mujahideen (muh-jhah-hi-DEEN) Islamic holy warriors who
decl ared the war against the Soviets to be a “holy war.”

Operation Provide Comfort UN approved relief effort which set up
a safe haven in northern Iraq for Kurdish refugees.
Incirlik, Turkey serves as the base for rapid depl oynent of
air forces to enforce a no-fly zone in the region.

Ottoman Empire Area of Turkish domi nation (c. 1300-1918)
including at its peak much of SE Europe, SWAsia, and NE
Africa

Pashtun Politically powerful ethnic group in Afghanistan. They
speak Pashtu and follow a rigorous ethical teaching.

Taliban ( TAHL- EE-bahn) Religi ous Student Mvenent in Afghani stan
whi ch currently controls some 70% of the country
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Tarigatlar (tahr-rhee-KAT-1ar) Sufi orders or |odges, headed by a
teacher or master, where devotees take a path of instruction
to perfection
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Review Quiz: Country Area Studies--
Turkey and Afghanistan

Part 1--Matching: Circle the letter of the
nmost correct answer.

1. Tari kat | ar A. Mnority Islamc practice in Turkey
whi ch often faced persecution.

2. I sl am ¢ Aydin Though now recogni zed as a di stinct
school of thought, practitioners

3. Fol k I sl am still follow a highly secretive faith

and practice.
4. Al evi Shi a
B. Historically, Asia mnor. Refers now
5. Anatolia to the Asian portion of Turkey

_____ (Eastern Turkey).

6. Cenoci de
C. 1st president of Turkey.
7. Kur di st an
D. Draws from popul ar Sufi practice.
8. Operati on Pi ous individuals after death becone
Provi de Confort sai nts who can nedi ate between
9. At at ur k believers and God. Veneration of
saints and pilgrimages to their
10. O toman Enpire shrines and graves becane w despread.
1. Pasht uns E. Systematic killing of a nation or
et hni ¢ group.
12. Tal i ban
F. Islamc intellectual of Turkey.
13. Muj ahi deen

G Portion of southwest Asia inhabited
primarily by Kurdi sh peopl es.

H Islamc holy warriors who decl ared

the war against the Soviets to be a
“holy war.”
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|. UN approved relief effort which set
up a safe haven in northern lraq for
Kurdi sh refugees. Incirlik, Turkey
serves as the base for rapid
depl oynent of air forces to enforce a
no-fly zone in the region.

J. Area of Turkish domnation (c. 1300-
1918) including at its peak much of
SE Europe, SWAsia, and NE Africa.

K. Politically powerful ethnic group in
Af ghani stan. They speak Pashtu and
follow a rigorous ethical teaching.

L. Religious Student Myvenent in
Af ghani stan which currently controls
some 70% of the country.

M Sufi orders or | odges, headed by a
teacher or naster, where devotees
take a path of instruction to
perfection.

Part 2—-Mu|tip|e Choice piace the letter of
the nost correct answer in the blank provided.

1. Wthin Turkey, folk Islamdraws primarily from
A. Sunni practice.
B. Shi’a practice.
C. Sufi practice.

2. An ethnic group, originally in Turkey, which experienced

great persecution in 1915-16 is the
A. Circassians.

B. Kurds.
C. Arnmeni ans.
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Concer ni ng gender topics, what divisive issue continues
ate controversy in Turkey?

Wnen’'s dress--covering heads in universities and
col | eges

Enlisted positions for wonen in the Turkish mlitary
Wonen political candi dates

Ceneral ly, Turkey has been successful in not interfering

or becomng involved in Mddle East conflicts.

3.
to gener

A.

B.

C.
4.

A.

B.
5.
because

A.

B.

C.
6.
associ at

A.

B.

C.
‘7.
per cent a

A.

B.

C.
8.

A.

B.

True
Fal se

Turkey is hesitant to accept Kurdish refugees fromlraq

there is an overpopul ati on problemin Turkey.

addi tional refugees may destabilize current Kurdish
di ssidents in Turkey.

Kur di sh peopl e refuse to adapt to new custons.

Thr oughout her history, Turkey has had a | ong
ion with

t he Bal kans.
Italy.
Af ghani st an.

Though currently a secul ar governnent, roughly what
ge of Turkey’'s people are Mislinf?

66%
85%
99+%
Af ghani stan’s ethnic conposition is sinple to classify.

True
Fal se
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9. The Taliban (Religious Student Movenent) currently
control s what percentage of Afghanistan?

A. 50%

B. 70%

C. 95%
10. One aftereffect of the Afghan/ Soviet war concerns fears

t hat Muj ahi deen (Islamc holy warriors) may

A. start ganbling and organi zed crine syndi cates.
B. export mlitancy through Arab and near eastern circles.
C. invade Ti bet.

“Congr at ul ati ons”
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